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Introduction by Albert Timothy Outlaw, 1938

Mr. Outlaw began his article . . .
Several members of the Garrison family, probably brothers and a sister, located on Sand 
Hill branch in Duplin County about the year 1765. On account of a natural spring where 
they located, the place has since been known as "Garrison Spring." Their father, 
Christopher Garrison, was a son of Maria (Christopher) and Isaac Garrison, of Staten 
Island, New York. Their mother, whose name is unknown at present, was living with a 
son at the spring during the year 1792. INCORRECT!!!
.
C. C. Garrason's revisions begin here . . .
Research ? in the Duplin County court house at Kenansville, in the Sampson County 
court house in Clinton, in North Carolina Archives in Raleigh and in numerous printed 
sources ? has failed to uncover any proof that Christopher Garrison ever lived in Duplin 
County, or, for that matter, anywhere in North Carolina. Among those who have failed to 
find such proof are Ruth Mary (Conrad) Maples of Amarillo, Samuel Garrison of 
Pensacola, Jane (Meaders) Cocke of Lovington, NM, the late Frankie (Garrison) 
Shipman of Oklahoma City, the late Juanitas Irene (Britain) Peddicord of Des Moines, 
the late Miss Quillian Garrison of Angleton, TX, the late John Silas Garrison of Athens, 
GA and, of course, this writer.

How did the Christopher-in-Duplin story come about? The late D. H. P. Garrison of 
Godfrey, GA, a descendant of Jedediah Garrison contacted Mr. Outlaw in the 1920s or 
1930s, but it is not certain how DHP knew his family had ever lived in Duplin County. 
Jane (Meaders) Quillian, a granddaughter of Jedediah, in her written memoirs, dated 
1882, gave South Carolina as the place of her mother's birth and that was an error.4 
4John Silas Garrison. The Garrison Family. Athens (GA): Typescript, 1965. pp. 29-34. 
This writer borrowed a carbon copy of his typescript in the 1960s and made a photocopy 
of it. The quality of the new copy was considerably less than that of the orig, due to the 
relatively primitive technology of copiers at that time.
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The obituary of Rev. David Garrison, Jedediah's son, told that he, David,
had been born in Orange County, North Carolina in 1777.5
5Brent H. Holcomb. Marriage and Death Notices from the "Southern Christian 
Advocate". Easley (SC): Southern Historical Press, 1979, 1980. v1, p55.

When this information was shared with others, someone correctly added that the area in 
Orange County where David had been born became Alamance County long after the 
Jedediah Garrison family arrived in Georgia. D. H. P. Garrison contracted with Media 
Resources in Washington, DC and was sent the published christening record of 
Christopher Garrison, son of Isaac and Maria (Christopher) Garrison, on Staten Island. 
Jedediah had named a son Christopher Garrison so it was an erroneous but seemingly 
logical conclusionthat old Christopher was Jedediah's father.6

6Mrs. Maples believes, and the late Mrs. Shipman concurred with her -- but it cannot be 
proven at this time -- that Jedediah's wife, Jane Williams, was a daughter of one of the 
Christopher Williamses found in North Carolina and that young Christopher Garrison 
was named for him. Some have tried to determine Jedediah Garrison's father's name by 
studying the names Jedediah gave his sons, but that is a futile exercise because there is 
no definitive list of his children in birth order. It seems that son David Garrison was the 
oldest and some suggest Jedediah's father was an otherwise unidentified David Garrison. 
Son Christopher is never named first in any list ? he is usually next to last. It should be 
remembered that no naming custom was used consistently by all parents. If the husband 
and wife were both children of men named William, they would not usually name both 
their first and second son William, unless the first died before the second was born.

But, it is unproven that Christopher Garrison of Staten Island
was father of Jedediah Garrison
of North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.
..

The late Irene Juanitas (Britain) Peddicord found a Christopher Garrison in New Jersey 
whom she identified as the one from Staten Island. For lack of proof, this writer must 
agree that it is doubtful Christopher Garrison of Staten Island ever lived in North 
Carolina.

A Bit about the Garrisons of Staten Island, New York
There is no doubt that Isaac Garrison and his wife Maria Christopher had a son 
Christopher Garrison and that he was christened 21 Mar 1730/31 in the Dutch Reformed 
Church on Staten Island. Isaac was born on Staten Island shortly before the census that 
was taken about 1706 by his father, Lambert Garrison, Sr., then High Sheriff of Staten 
Island.7 Isaac's mother was Susannah Morgan, daughter of Charles Morgan, a native of 
Newport, Wales, and his second wife, Catharine Huyberts. Maria Christopher was 



christened 1710, daughter of Barent Christopher and his wife Anna Catharine Stillwell. 
Anna Catharine was the daughter of Nicholas Stillwell, Jr. and his second wife, the same 
Catharine Huyberts, then widow of Charles Morgan. Susannah and Anna Catharine were 
half-sisters so Isaac and Maria were half-first cousins.8

Christopher Garrison and Phebe Vanderbilt were married on Staten Island between 1752 
and 1756 by the Rev. Charlton, who carelessly married numerous couples without 
benefit of license. When that was reported to the authorities, he was ordered by the 
governor to prepare a list of marriages performed. Sixth on the list were the names of 
Christopher and Phebe.9 She was christened in the Dutch Church on Staten Island 19 
May 1737, daughter of Jacob Vanderbilt, Sr. and his wife Eleanor Dennis.10 
Notwithstanding claims made by others, there is proof for only two children of 
Christopher and Phebe (Vanderbilt) Garrison:
(1) Mary Garrison, born 29 Jan 1755, was baptized 9 Feb 1755 at the Moravian Church 
on Staten Island by Rev. Mr. R. Utley; parents given as Christopher and Phebe 
Garrison.11
(2) Eleanor Garrison, birth date not given, was baptized 3 Aug 1766 at the Church of St. 
Andrew Anglican- Episcopal) on Staten Island. Parents were given as Christopher & 
Febe Garroson.12 This date for Eleanor can sometimes be found given for Ebenezer 
Garrason in a list of supposed children of Christopher and Phebe.

7John E. Stillwell. Historical and Genealogical Miscellany. Baltimore: Genealogical 
Publishing Co, 1970 (1903). v1, p71. Some researchers among the descendants of 
Jedediah Garrison, who settled in present Banks County, GA, claim that Isaac Garrison, 
father of Christopher, was the Isaac, son of Isaac Garrison and wife Catherine de 
Romagnac of Dutchess County, New York. This is nothing more than an overly 
ambitious and undocumented attempt to connect with the French de Garrisson family, a 
family that can be traced back to the late 1500s. Isaac of Staten Island is proven to have 
been the son of Lambert Garrison, Sr., both by the census mentioned in this section and 
by Lambert's will. [{list source which is Calendar of Wills, etc.}]
8John E. Stillwell. Stillwell Genealogy. New York: private, 1930. v2, pp7-9, 19. 
Stillwell. Miscellany. v1, p90.
9Supplementary List of Marriage Licenses, printed as University of the State of New 
York State Library Bulletin History, No. 1, April, 1898, reprinted as pages 483-526 of 
New York Marriages Prior to 1784 [Gideon J. Tucker, Secretary of State. Albany, Weed 
and Parsons, 1860. Reprint: Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co, 1968.] New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Register. {Get vol, date & page.}
10Stillwell. Miscellany. v1, p124. Phebe Vanderbilt's mother, Eleanor Dennis, was a 
daughter of Dennis Teunissen and wife Helena Cortelyou. Phebe's great-grandfather, 
Jacques Cortelyou, immigrant from Utrecht, Holland, was the sixth surveyor of New 
Netherlands colony, not the first as some claim. [John Van Zandt Cortelyou, The 
Cortelyou Genealogy. Lincoln (NE): Brown Printing Service, 1942. pp14, 65-67, 82-84.] 



Phebe's brother, Jacob Vanderbilt, Jr., was the grandfather of Commodore Cornelius 
Vanderbilt (b. 1796) who was worth $105 million when he died in 1877, a figure his son 
and principal heir, William H. Vanderbilt, had raised to $200 million in the eight years 
before his own death in 1885. Before and during Phebe's lifetime the Vanderbilts were 
plain dirt farmers on Staten Island. [Teunis G. Bergen. Early Settlers of Kings County, 
New York. New York: S. W. Green's Sons, Printer, Electrotyper and Binder, 1881. p320. 
Arthur T. Vanderbilt, II. Fortune's Children - The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt. New 
York: William Morrow and Company, 1989. pp5-6, 57, 137-138.]
11Records of the Moravian Church on Staten Island, a typescript on file in Moravian 
Archives, Moravian College, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, p2. The same record shows that 
the future commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt was christened at John Garritson's house on 
Staten Island 16 May 1794. Garritson, John Housman and Phebe Vanderbilt were the 
sponsors [p34].
12 William T. Davis, Charles W. Leng & Royden Woodward Vosburgh, The Church of 
St. Andrew, Richmond, Staten Island. Staten Island Historical Society. Lancaster 
(Pennsylvania): The Science Press Printing Co., 1925. pp60-61, 92. Christopher 
Garrison's grandfather, Lambert Garrison, Sr., was one of the twelve undertakers 
(founders) of St. Andrew Anglican Church on Staten Island. Lambert's name appears 
several times in the church's charter which was issued by Queen Anne in 1713.

Garrison Spring, mentioned by Mr. Outlaw in his opening paragraph,
is now called "Cool Spring" by some,
but neither place name is in Powell's North Carolina Gazetteer.
Sikes wrote that Garrison Spring was . . .
´
An old spring that was located in the central part of the county about 4 miles south of 
Kenansville. It was located on SR 1958 [now, 1993, called Cool Spring Road], .9 miles 
SW from the junction with NC 50, on the west side of Sand Hill Branch, north side of 
the road. The spring was called Garrison's for the Garrison families who lived there. 
Thomas Garrison first bought the land from Henry and Jacob Wells in June of 1793. 
There is evidence of the old spring there today.13
´
´
13This writer corresponded with Dr. Powell about the missing reference to Garrison 
Spring but he could not explain its absence, writing that most of his material had been 
supplied by local historians and geographers. [William S. Powell. North Carolina 
Gazetteer. Chapel Hill (NC): University of North Carolina Press, 1968. pp119, 187.] Mr. 
Sikes cited as his sources "Duplin County Deed Books" and "Our Yesterdays", a 
newspaper column by A. T. Outlaw, published 20 Jan 1938. [Leon H. Sikes. Duplin 
County Places: Past and Present. Wallace (NC): Wallace Enterprises, 1984. p131.] It 
should be noted that the 1784 grant to Adonijah Garrason was in the same area and 
predated Thomas Garrason's 1793 purchase. Ebenezer Garrason had been granted land 



nearby on Persimmon Swamp in 1775.
´
. . .
The claim Mr. Outlaw made that the mother of the Garr*son children was alive in 1792 
was based on a statement in the will of Ephraim Garrason in which he mentioned a piece 
of property on which his mother was then living. Because it is subsequently proven that 
Christopher and Phebe never lived in North Carolina, that reference obviously was not 
to Phebe (Vanderbilt) Garrison. Those descendants of Jedediah Garrison who insist that 
he was a son of Christopher suggest that Ephraim did not mention his father (supposedly 
Christopher) in his will because he, Christopher, was living with Jedediah, and their 
mother was living with Ephraim. Certainly, when aged parents become heavy burdens 
they may be separated by necessity, each living with a different caregiver. However, note 
that Mr. Outlaw misunderstood Ephraim's will. Ephraim did not state that his mother 
was living with him. In fact, he implied just the opposite, that she maintained her own 
household on another tract of land he owned.
For more details see Ephraim's section. There is a link below.
.
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