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John C. Clark was born 1780-1790 and died December 29, 1838.  At his death he was married to”Rachel.”  His 
first proven child, Nancy, was born about 1810 in Kentucky.  Two of the three children who were minors when 
the parents died are found in the 1850 census and state they were born in Tennessee.  The third one is not found 
in any census so his nativity is not known. So this family was in Kentucky about 1810, in Tennessee at least 
from January 1818 through January 1825.  One of the children mentioned in the probate file married in Clinton 
County.  That led me to the belief that it is this John Clark family that is found in Clinton County, Illinois in the 
1830 census. 

Because I believe that Allison Clark was their son and Allison appears in the Pulaski County Kentucky census 
in 1830 and 1840, I think John C. was in Pulaski Kentucky in 1810. The name John Clark appears in the Pulaski 
County tax lists and both there and in the 1810 census there are TWO John Clarks yet I have seen no 
explanation of the identity of the second John Clark.  We know that Allison Clark married in Pulaski Co., KY, 
owned land in Pulaski County, and stayed there until after 1848 before moving to Montgomery County, Illinois. 
I think Allison’s father is the Jno Clark in Pulaski County Kentucky census in 1810 with one boy and one girl 
under 10 (Allison & Nancy).   The first John appears in 1805 and the second John in 1809.  A Nancy Herrin 
married a John Clark December 18, 1806 and it is not likely that this is  “our” John Clark who is married 
to”Rachel” at the time of his death.   According to one tree John & Nancy’s first child was born in 1810.  Based 
on knowledge of the history of childbirth practices, I believe it could be possible that Nancy was with her 
parents “in confinement” at the time of the census and was not counted in her husband’s household, making it 
possible that the John with no other household members could be this one.  What a shame the census is 
alphabetical and we cannot check the neighbors.  I think it very possible that these two “Johns” were close 
relatives, maybe cousins, and therefore they may have been crossed in several instances.  It’s possible that “my” 
John Clark was born elsewhere and came to Kentucky to join the extended family.  We have no info about John 
or Rachel’s nativity. There are so many census listings all over early Kentucky for John, Jno, and Jonathan 
Clark that there are surely enough to go around.  And having found at least two possibilities in Pulaski, I believe 
there could have been more.   Allison is the reason I think a Pulaski County John Clark is the most likely 
choice. 

Before learning from Fay Clark and others about members of Clark families who moved to Warren County 
Tennessee I had looked at all John Clark households in Tennessee in the 1820 census and had pinpointed one in 
Warren County as having the household composition and age I was looking for.  I then learned that several 
Clark families moved from Pulaski County Kentucky at about the same time that “my” John Clark would have 
moved from Kentucky to Tennessee.  The John Clark in Warren Tennessee has a household that is a near 
perfect match to the list of children that follows.  There is one male in the 1820 household who is unaccounted 
for in later years.  Notice that the known places of birth also match the chronology.  

My ancestor, Susannah Clark Garrison, was born in Tennessee 25 Jan 1818 and married in Illinois in 1836 so I 
had already been looking for her family in the 1820 census in Tennessee and the 1830 census in Illinois.  Two 
of the children in the list that follows were married in Clinton County, Illinois, one of them in 1829.  The 
household of one of the three John Clarks in the same Clinton County neighborhood in 1830 is a perfect match. 
By comparing land records, John & family were in “Irishtown Township” in Clinton County in an area that is 
now part of Carlyle Lake.  They would have been just 20-25 miles from where their family is found in 
Montgomery County and where John & Rachel’s probate was filed.  Clinton County would have been “on the 
way” from Kentucky or Tennessee to Montgomery County.  In 1853 “heirs of John Clark” appears on a 
delinquent tax list and some of the parcels match those I believe were purchased by this John Clark.  It was not 
unusual for parcels of real estate to be held as part of the estate for years after a death.  The son William Carroll 
Clark may have been living on that land as he married in Clinton County but he has not been confirmed on any 
census anywhere.  There is a William Clark very near Caleb and Susannah Clark Garrison in the 1865 Illinois 
State Census but this individual has not been located before or after that one census.



John C. & Rachel Clark moved to Illinois some time after the birth of Elcia in Tennessee in 1825 and before the 
1830 census.  I believe that the family traveled through their old home territory in Kentucky and that Allison is 
their son and that he married in Pulaski Co., KY in 1829 and remained in Pulaski County for several years after 
the death of his father in Illinois.  Allison was much older than his youngest siblings and may have felt he 
needed to come to Illinois to look after their interests. Or Allison may have inherited land or property from his 
parents.  The probate file seems to be lacking this type of information.  Although John C. & Rachel had been 
dead for more than ten years, Allison and his family are frequently found living near or connected to the others.

According to John C. Clark’s probate file which was copied and mailed to me by a very kind Circuit Clerk, 
John died December 29, 1837.  Because I have not examined the complete file, I do not know if there may have 
been other clues that seemed irrelevant and were not copied.   Rachel Clark & William Missimore signed an 
administrator’s bond on January 30, 1838.  But on February 9, 1838 William Missimore and Charles Holmes 
(identity unknown) signed a second bond.  Rachel had died February 7, 1838.  Their deaths were less than six 
weeks apart.  Nancy Clark Missimore’s husband William was granted guardianship of the minor children 
William Carroll and Elcia.  Eli Deshane, administrator of the estate, was granted guardianship of the minor John 
I. Clark.  I have not been able to determine where these minors actually lived after the death of their parents and 
prior to the 1850 census.  I have found no reference to any land being owned in Montgomery County leading 
me to believe that they came to Montgomery County just prior to their deaths.  Nancy, Susannah, and Elizabeth 
had married in Montgomery County before their parents died.  Nancy was the first, having married William 
Missimore in 1833.  

I do not find a marriage record anywhere for John C. Clark and Rachel.  I have searched Kentucky resources to 
the best of my abilities and did not find it.  The Kentucky marriage would be prior to the birth of Allison in 
1807. Of course it’s possible that Rachel is not his first wife.  He could have married someone else in Kentucky 
and then married to Rachel while living in Tennessee.  I contacted the Tennessee Archives and they could find 
nothing but many Tennessee records are missing.

Nancy was born 11 years before William Carroll Clark.  This couple’s last three children are named in the 
probate file and were each exactly two years apart.  It would be expected that there would be several other 
children born between Nancy and these three.  Handwritten notes on a document in the possession of Susan 
Flanney, a descendant of William and Nancy Clark Missimore, state that John C. Clark had nine heirs.  His 
widow plus eight children are a possibility.  But Rachel’s death followed John’s in just a few weeks so the note 
(writer unknown) may have meant that there were nine children.



Descendants of John C. Clark

1  John C. Clark b: Bet. 1780 - 1790 d: December 29, 1837 in Montgomery Co., IL
........ 2  Allenson Clark b: April 02, 1807 in Kentucky d: January 28, 1861 in Montgomery Co., IL
........ 2  Nancy Clark b: 1810 in Kentucky d: May 09, 1867 in Illinois
........ 2  Elizabeth Clark b: Bet. 1810 - 1820 d: Bet. 1847 - 1849 in Illinois
........ 2  Mary Polly J. Clark b: Abt. 1813 in Kentucky d: Bet. 1870 - 1880
........ 2  Susannah Clark b: January 25, 1818 in Tennessee d: August 04, 1891 in Montgomery Co., IL
........ 2  William Carroll Clark b: January 29, 1821
........ 2  John I. Clark b: January 26, 1823 in Tennessee d: September 21, 1859 in Illinois
........ 2  Elcia Clark b: January 28, 1825 in Tennessee

ALLISON/ALLENSON CLARK
Allison Clark named children the same names as his parents, siblings and their children.  The ones which match 
others are John (his father’s name), Rachel (his mother), Nancy, George, Sarah, William.  He named a son Eli 
after his daughter married Eli Deshane. Eli Deshane was guardian of Allison’s brother John and the 
administrator of the parents’ estate.   Allison’s sister Susannah named a son James, same as Allison’s.  The 
origin of the names of his remaining children, Cyrus, Andrew & Emily is unknown.  Allison’s son James 
bought land and lived next to Susannah Clark Garrison and also close to Allison’s brother John I. Clark. 
Allison’s sister Elcia and her husband Daniel Steel are living next door to Allison and Margaret in 1850. 
Allison’s sister Nancy (Missimore), his sister Susannah (Garrison), and his daughter Sarah (Edwards) each had 
sons George, William, & Charles.  Allison’s daughter Sarah and his sister Nancy both had grandchildren Birtha 
and Cecil, not very common names and both spelled them identically.

*NANCY CLARK MISSIMORE
Nancy was one of the children named in the probate documents of John C. & Rachel Clark.  Her husband 
William Missimore was the administrator and they are given guardianship of two of the younger children 
William Carroll & Elcia.  Nancy named her first daughter Margaret, the name of Allison’s wife.  Her second 
daughter was Mary for her sister Mary/Polly.  Nancy’s first son was John, for her father.  The rest of her sons 
have names that have not appeared before she used them but others later named sons Charles, William, & 
George for her sons.  I have a memory of my mother referring to a “Miss Missimore” as “Grandpa’s Cousin” 
but have been unable to find verification of the particular Missimore in my mothers journals. She did mention 
the Missimores and it’s clear that she spent time with at least one of them.  Much of the Garrison land was 
bought by Missimores.

MARY POLLY J. CLARK 
Mary/Polly’s first marriage was in Clinton County, Illinois in 1831 helping to prove this was the John Clark 
family found in Clinton County in 1830.  Her husband’s name was George Oiley and in 1830 there is a David 
Oiley family just a few households away from the John Clark that I believe to be this family.  Oiley is a very 
uncommon name.  Mary/Polly later married three more times, all in Montgomery County and she was found 
living near the other siblings.  Mary/Polly named her first daughter Susan Elizabeth.  Susannah Clark Garrison’s 
name is seen as Susan as often as it is Susannah and in fact her tombstone says “Susan” so I believe 
Mary/Polly’s Susan could be named for my ancestor.  Elizabeth is the name of another of Mary/Polly’s sisters. 
Mary/Polly named a son George and there are several other “George’s” among her siblings’ children.  She 
named a daughter Rachel for her mother. Mary/Polly’s second husband was John McPhail.  Eli Deshane, who is 
closely tied to this Clark family in many ways, was the administrator for the estate of John McPhail.  When 
Mary/Polly’s brother John I. Clark married Elizabeth Elane Robinson, John McPhail’s son Joseph gave consent. 
The record does not say for which party.  When John I. Clark died, he left a horse and $100 to George McPhaill, 
son of John McPhaill and Mary/Polly Clark.  It appears that young George was living with John I. Clark as he 
signed for items on John’s store bill.  Eli Deshane married John’s daughter Sarah McPhail (McCurry), later 
Rachel Clark, daughter of Allison. At the time of Allison Clark’s death in 1861, Mary/Polly was married to 
Thomas Edwards.  He bought several items at the Allison Clark estate sale.  Thomas Edwards’ brother George 



Edwards married Allison’s daughter Sarah and he also bought several items at the estate sale.  Mary/Polly had a 
fourth marriage to Van S. Gordon but was a widow by 1870.

ELIZABETH CLARK
Elizabeth first married Elijah Smith, first cousin of Caleb Garrison.  Her children are listed in the probate of 
Elijah’s father, Malachai Smith.  She named one daughter Meary or Mary probably for Mary/Polly.  Elizabeth’s 
second husband was Andrew Truitt.  In 1840 he was living next door to William and Nancy Clark Missimore. 
Elizabeth died and Andrew remarried.  In 1850 Andrew and his third wife had Elizabeth’s daughter Sophia 
Smith in their household. Elizabeth’s daughter Mary Smith was living with Eli and Rachel (Clark) Deshane. 
Elizabeth died before there could be a census listing to give us Elizabeth’s date and place of birth other than 
1810-1820 but about 1815 fits into this family nicely.  

SUSAN/SUSANNAH CLARK
Susannah Clark married Caleb Garrison and they are my gggrandparents.  John I. Clark, probable brother of 
Susannah, purchased land in the same section as Caleb & Susannah.  A section line is one mile so he was a very 
near neighbor.  Later James Clark, son of Allison, purchased several parcels of land joining Caleb Garrison & 
Zebulon Garrison, one of them between the two making him a next door neighbor.  The identity of this John I. 
Clark as being the owner of this parcel of land is confirmed by the payment of the taxes through his estate by 
Eli Deshane.  

The probate papers of Caleb Garrison and the probate papers of John I. Clark both list lots owned in Litchfield 
and this was unexpected for both of them.  I suspect that Susannah and John inherited these lots from one of 
their siblings.  Their father died before lots were laid out in Litchfield, about 1852-1853.  Caleb Garrison was 
mentioned in the will of Eli Deshane as receiving money for “the Missimore children, wards of Caleb 
Garrison.”

Susannah and Caleb named their three daughters Nancy (sister Nancy), Mary Ann (sister Mary/Polly), and 
Rachel (Susannah’s mother).  Their first son was John, the name of Susannah’s father and also the brother who 
lived very close to them.  Another son was James, the name of Allison’s son who lived between Caleb & 
Zebulon Garrison.  Another son was George, the name of Nancy Clark Missimore’s deceased son and 
Mary/Polly’s son.  A son was named William, the name of Nancy’s husband.  Susannah named a son Charles 
15 years after her sister Nancy’s son Charles was born.  I remember my mother referring to “Miss Missimore” 
as “Grandpa’s Cousin” but don’t remember any details and have not found confirmation in my mothers papers. 
Although Susannah lived past the 1880 census, she did not give places of birth for her parents.

*WILLIAM CARROLL CLARK
We know less about William than any of them.  He is one of the minor heirs listed in the probate papers of his 
parents John C. & Rachel Clark.  His date of birth is given in those papers.  He married in Clinton County, 
Illinois in 1841, helping to tie this family to the John Clark family found in Clinton County in 1830.  I find 
nothing about William or his wife after their marriage unless he is the William Clark who was very near Caleb 
and Susannah Clark Garrison in the 1865 Illinois State Census. 

*JOHN I. CLARK
John was one of the named minor heirs in the probate file of his parents.  His guardian was Eli Deshane who 
married Allison’s daughter Rachel.  Eli was then the administrator of John’s estate.  John’s probate file 
confirms that he is the John Clark who owned land cornering Caleb & Susannah’s Garrison’s in Section 13 of 
Walshville Township.  He is buried at Kirkland Cemetery as is Susannah.  He had a substantial probate file 
himself and apparently had done quite well for himself before he died at the age of 36.  John wills the proceeds 
from his estate to his three daughters.  Martha was living with Dr. Davenport in 1860 and with Nancy Clark 
Missimore’s children in 1870.  His daughter Memphis was living in the Spartin Grisham household in 1860. 
Alice Ellen has not been found so she may have been adopted out.  He also willed a horse and $100 to two 



young men, Wilbur Stoddard and George McPhaill.  They appear to have lived with or worked for him as they 
signed for merchandise on his store account.  George McPhaill was the son of John McPhaill and John’s sister, 
Mary/Polly Clark.  Wilbur Stoddard was John’s step-son, the son of his second wife Ann E. Blackwell 
Stoddard.  John’s real estate was all willed to Eli Deshane.  Buyers at the estate sale included Nancy Missimore, 
Caleb Garrison, Daniel Steel, J. Clark, L. G. Stoddard, Eli Deshane, A. E. Deshane, Cyrus Clark(son of 
Allison), and many others because there was a lot of property.

*ELCIA CLARK
She is one of the named minor heirs.  Guardianship was given to William & Nancy Clark Missimore.  Elcia first 
married John Holliday.  They had daughters Mary and Sarah Elizabeth probably named for Elcia’s sisters Mary 
and Elizabeth and her niece Sarah who was born four years before Elcia’s Sarah.  They had a third daughter 
Catherine.  Elcia then married Daniel Steel.  In the 1850 census Elcia and Daniel were living next door to her 
brother Allison.  They had a son George Steel and George is a name also used by her sisters Nancy and 
Susannah.  George Steel was born the year George Missimore died.  By 1870 Elcia and her family had moved 
to DeKalb County, Missouri.  She did not give the birthplace of her parents in the 1880 census.  

 *Nancy, William Carroll, John I., & Elcia are identified in the probate file of John C. & Rachel Clark.

Of the children and grandchildren of John C. Clark and Rachel Clark there are five Johns, four Williams, four 
Georges, two James, two Charles, five Marys, four Nancys, two Rachels, two Sarahs, two Elizabeths,   Great 
granchildren include other duplications including the two Birthas and two Cecils.

Additional research could include a more thorough check of cemeteries in Montgomery County checking to see 
where these folks are buried in relation to each other within the same cemetery.  William Carroll Clark has not 
been found after his marriage in Clinton County and finding him might yield more information.  The others died 
before the 1880 census or, in the case of Susannah and Elcia, did not give the birthplaces of their parents. 
William might give us that information if he lived past 1880.  The records for the land which was owned in 
Clinton County might give additional information. Nancy’s was the first marriage and the fact that it was in 
Montgomery County might be a clue as to the reason for the move from Clinton County.  We know nothing 
about William Missimore except that he was born in North Carolina.  With such an uncommon surname, if he 
could be found in Tennessee or Kentucky prior to Illinois, that could confirm the path of this John Clark family. 
Mary/Polly and William Carroll also married people with unusual surnames, Oiley and Geland, and those might 
be important for the same reasons.  The Garrison family spent a short time in Tennessee on their way from 
Georgia to Illinois and it could be possible that they had already crossed paths with the Clarks but I have found 
nothing to suggest that.  There are also neighbors who frequently show up nearby or in the records such as 
probate records with members of this family and may have been part of a larger migration.  Eli Deshane was so 
closely tied to several of these folks that it would seem logical that he may have been tied to them before 
Illinois.  He and his family came from Grainger County, Tennessee.  Also a more thorough search of Wayne 
and Pulaski counties in Kentucky and Warren in Tennessee might provide more information of the origins and 
ancestors of these Clarks.

The biggest need at the present time is to find a Clark male who is willing to be a DNA participant to see if we 
match any of the many known Clark lines who passed through that part of Kentucky

Karen Simmons
Mt. Vernon, Illinois
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